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CONCERNING THE 
vnlawfulnes of playing at Cards 
er Tables, or any other game 
conſiſting in chance. 
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make conſcience of all 
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TO THE RIGHT 


WORSHIPFYLEL MA- 
STER Lr1roxst Mappison 


Maior, the Aldermen his Brethren, an 
the godly Burgeſſes of Newcaſtle vpon Tine; 
Iamts BALMEF ORD Wiſheth the king= 
dome of God and his righteouſneſs, 
that other things may be mi- 
niſtred unto them. 


Pa Hat _ —— U _ 
Ka propounded to you (right 
> au full = 1 

Ni teaching, I doe nom pub- 
liſh to all men by printing, to wit, mine 
opinion of the vnlawfulnes of games con- 
ſiſting in chance. My deſire ts either in- 
formation, if I erre in iudgement, or re- 
formation of ſo lend a practiſe. But whe- 
ther J erre or no(which yet I would glad- 


42 an 


by underſtand, * for 1 ought not is teach : Rom 3. c 
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Tun EPpISsTII 
an truth, ihoughi to Gods glorie) yet of 


there is none,zeatons indeede agaimſt (in, way 
ae ſtrous frim the heart to reclaime ſin- 00 
ners, and who aceply conſidercthh the re 
LHICHOH'S abuſes , which accompa nie di- 40 
cing and carding (as horrible ſwearing, 27 


dangerous quarelling, loſſe (1 ſay not of ig 


good houres, but) of nights and daits, pl. 


and the pilifull undoing of too too ma- ca. 
71. Cor. 5. a ) but will remember that * all things X ; 
are notexpedient which are lamfull, and þ, 
therefore abſtaine from (uch Heatheniſh wo 
paſlimies, that, if by their example they ſat 
*. Cor. 5. 9 TAPNOT reforme, they may be je 5 they $0} 
"doe not con firme vame(lers in their inor- An, 


dinate walking Which reſpeld, the 7. In- thy 
junction forbidding Miniſters to uſe 2 
theſe amlamfull games, May be ſuppoſed 127 
to haue. Now ti at which authoritie ex- mo 
efteth of «Miniſters, doth Religion re- = 
quire of all true Profeſſors. For as the | the 
1. Tit 5.3. 076 are ſo be“ enſamples to the flocke,ſo | wo, 
*Phil.2.15 the other are to be * lizhts in the world. hot 


1. Col. 8, 


lh A | * 
ng. And therefore as Paul ſub, Tf meate ſur 


| offend 


Dzxpricaroris. 
offend my brother, I will eate no fleſh 
while the world ſtandeth: ſo euery true 
Chriſtian ſhould ſay,and that with more 
reſolution (for Play is not ſe neceſſarie 
as meate ) If play offend my brother, 
who ſeeing me, hauing kaowledee, play, 
is holaned to follow gaming, I will not 
play while the world ſ{andeth. Which 
care vnto ediſication, if all, who haue the 
* word in their monthes, and meuld not Plal.50, 
bee thonghit to hate to bee reformed, 83 
woula manifeſt in their ſincere conuer- 
ſation; and if Maziſtrates, who ſhould 
not * carrie the ſword in vaine, would Nom. 13.4 


die what they may by * law, io baniſh 3. H. l. 


5. E. . c. 25. 


theſe forbidden paſt times, or rather 
loft 111825, I doubt Not, bat that preach- 
iug and mriling againſt them would 
more mizhtily preuaile, and this good 
would come of it, many meuld applie 
themſelues to better exerciſes, there 
would bee leſſe time miſpent in eAle- 
houſes,and God leſſe pronoked to diſplea- 


ſure againſt vs. But theſe things I re- 
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Tun Evrsr1.n &c, 
ferre to the conſideration of the wiſt,and 
this my Dialogue to the indgement of 
the goalie, chiefly to you, whoſe good l 
wiſh eſpectelly, Farewell : From 
my ſtuaie the firſt of la- 


nuarie 1593. 
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A SHORT AND 


PLAINE DIALOGVE 
CONCERNING THE 


ynlawfulnes of playing at Cards 
or Tables, or any other game 
conſiſling of chance, 


Profeſſor. 
IR, hox ſoeuer lam perſwa- 
pts) ded by that which I reade 
20 aa 175 in che common places of 
Pier Martyr, par. 2. pag. 

— 5:5 C, chat Dice (condem- 
od both by the Civill lawes, and by the 
Fathers) are therefore vnlawtull, becauſe 
they depend vpon chance : yet not ſatiſ 
fied with that which he writech of Table- 
playing, pag.526. b, J would crave your 
opinion concerning playing at Tables 
and Cards. 

Preacher. Dating the ſudgement of 
ſo excellent a Dinine, fo farre as J can 
learne out of Gods woꝛd, Cardes and 
44 Tables 


— — 


Ioh. 8. 48. 
1. Cor. 11. 


A Dralbene concerning 
Tables ſeeme to mee no mote lawfull 
(though leſſe offenũue) than Dice. Foz 
Table-plaping is no wiztt the mo2e 
lawfull, becauſe Plato comparee the life 
of man thereunto, than a theefe is the 
moze ſuſtiffable, becauſe Chziſt compa 
reth his ſecond cöming, to Burglarie in 
the night, Mit. 24.43.44. Againe, if Dice 
be wholly cuil, becauſe thep whollp de⸗ 
pend vpon chance, then Tables and 
Cards mult nredes be ſomewhat euill, 
becauſe they ſomewhat depend vpon 
chance. Therekoze conſider well this 
reaſon, which condemneth the one as 
well as the other ; Lots ore not to bee 
vied in ſpot ; vat games conſiſting in 
chance, as Dice, Cardes, Tables, are 
lots:thrrefoze not to be vſed tn ſpoꝛt. 
Prof. For my better inttruction, proue 
that Lots are not to be vſed infport. 
Preach. Conſitier with regard theſe 
thzee things: Firſt, that wee reade not 
inthe Scriptures that Lots were bled 
but only in ſerious matters both by tbe 
ZJewes, loſ.18. 10. and Gentiles, lon. 1.7. 
Seconolp, that a Lot in the nature ther⸗ 
ol dath as neceſſarily ſuppoſe the ſpecial 
pꝛouidence 


whole and immediate diſpoſing of the 


Rr «A DER Los VA Va. adi dobdLof5sss 


2 at —— — T ables, 


pꝛouidence and determining pꝛeſente of 
God, as an oth in the nature therot doth 
ſuppoſe the teſtifying pꝛeſence of God, 
Pea (o,that(as in an oth,ſo)in a lot pꝛap⸗ 
er is erp2clled oz to bee vnderſtoode, 
1. Sam. 14. 41. Zhirblp, that the pꝛoper 
end ola Lot (as oł an oth, Heb. 6. 16.) ts 
to end a controuerſie: and therefoze loꝛ 
pour better inffruction examine theſe 
reaſons. Whatſocner direcklp, o2 of it 
(efe,o2 in aſpectall manner, tendeth to 
the aduancing of the name of God, is to 
be v(cd religiouſip, Mal. 1. 6. 7. and not to 
be vſed in ſpoꝛt: as wee are not to pzap 

2 (weare in ſpoꝛt, Exod. 20%. Eſa. 29.13. 
ler. 4 2. but the vſe of Lots, dire ot it 
telle, and in a ſpeciall manner tendeth to 
the aduancing ol the name of God, in at⸗ 
tributing to his ſpectall pzontvence in the 


Lot, and expecting the euent, Pro. 16.33. 
Act. 1. 24.26. Thercfozethe vſe of Lots 
is not to be in ſpozt. Againe, we are not 
to tempt the Almigbtie by a vaine deſtre 
of manifeſtation of bis power and ſpe⸗ 
ctallpzonidence,Pſal.78.18.19.Efa.7.12. 
Matth. 4. 6. 7. But by vſing Lots inſpozt 
wp 


A Dialvene concerning 


the manifeſtation ef his ſpectall p2ont- 
dence in his immedlate diſpofing, Ther⸗ 
koze, tc. Laſtlp, whatſoeuer God hath 
ſancifiedto a pꝛoper end, is not to bee 
peruerted to a wozſe, Matth. 21.12.13. 
But Gad hath ſanctified Lots to a pꝛo⸗ 
pet end, namely to end controuerſlcs, 
Num. 26.5 5. Pro. 18. 18. therefoꝛe man 
is not to peruert them to a woꝛʒſe: name. 
ly to play, and by plaping to get awap 
another mans moncp, which without 
controuerſte is his owne. Foz the com- 
mon laying is, dine lucro friget luſus, No 
gaining, cold gaming. 

Profe ſ. God hath ſanctified Pſalmes 
to the praiſe of his name, and bread and 
wine to repreſent the bodie and bloud 
of our crucified Sauiour, which be holie 
ends: and the children of God may ſing 
Pſalmes to make themſelves merie in the 
Lord, and feede vpon bread and wine not 
only for neceſſitie but to cheere them- 
ſelues; why then may not Gods children 
recreate themſelues by lotterie notwith- 
ſtanding God hath ſanctiſied the ſame to 
end a controuerfie? 


Preach. 


we kempt the Almightie, valnly defiring 
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playing at Cards and T ables, 


Preach. Becauſe we finde not in the 
Scriptures anp diſpenſation fo2 recrea⸗ 
tion by lotterie, as wee dee foz godlie 
mirth by ſinging, lam. 5. 13. and faz reli⸗ 
gious and ſober cheering our lelues by 
eating and d2inking, Deut. 8.9. 10. And 
therefoze (it being witball conſidered 
that the ends you ſpeake of, be not p20- 
per, though holy) it followeth,that God 
who only diſpoſeth the Lot touching the 
euent, and is theretoꝛe a pꝛincipall actoz, 
is not to bee ſet on wozke by lotterie in 
any caſe but when dee diſpenſeth with 
vs,02atteth vs leaue ſo to dae: But diſ⸗ 
penſation foz recreation by lotterie cans 
not be ſhewed, Therekoꝛe, cc. 

Profeſ. Lots may be vſed for profit in 
a matter of right, Nam. 26. 55: . whp not 
fo2 pleaſure ? 

Preach, Then othes map be vſcd fo2 
pleaſure, foz they may foz pꝛofit, in a 
matter of truth, Exod. 2 2.8.1 1. But ins 
deede lots (as othes) are not to bee vſed 


either foz p2ofit o2 pleaſure, but onely to 


end a controuerſie. 

Profeſ. The wit is exerciſed by Tablet 
and Cards, therefore they be no hw 
Preach, 


T4 Dialogue concerning 


Preach, Det Lotterie is vied by ca⸗ 
King Dice, and by ſhufiing and cutting, 
beloze the wit is exerciſed. But how 
doth this kollow? Becauſe Cards and 
Tables bee not naked Lots, conſtſtiag 
only in chance (as Dice) they are there⸗ 
foꝛe no lots at all. Although (being vied 
without cogging, 02 packing) they con» 
ſi p2tncipally in chance, from whence 
thep are to reccine denomination. In 
which reſpea a Lot is called in Latin 
Sors,that is, chante 02 hazard. Ans Lyra 
bpon Prou. 1 6. ſaith, To vie Lots, is, hy 
a variable euent of ſome ſenſtble thing, 
to determine ſome donbtfull o2 vncer⸗ 
taine matter, as to d2zaw cuts, oꝛ to caſt 
Dice. But whether pou will call Cards 
and Tables Lots, 02 no, pou play with 
chance 02 vſe Lotterie. Then conſider 
whether exerciſe of wit doth ſangific 


_ playing with lotterte, o2 plaping with 


lofterie make ſach exerciſing of wit a 
finne,Hag.2.13.14. Foz as calling God 
to witnes bp vaine ſwearing is a ſinne, 
2. Cor. 1. 1 3. ſo making Cod an vmpire, 
by plaping with lotterie, muſt needs be 
a anne: pea, ſuch a ſin as maketh the of- 
fender 
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playing at Cards and 7 — x 


fender (in lame reſpects ) moze blames 
woꝛthie. Foz there bee moe occaſtons of 
ſwearing than of lotterſe. @econblp, 
vatre othes moſt commonly flip ont at 
vnawares, whereas lots cannot be vſed 
but with deliberation, Thirdlp, ſwea⸗ 
ring is tv ſatiſſie other, wheras this kind 
ot lotterie is altogether to ſulſil our own 
luſts. Therekoꝛe take heede, that pon be 


not guiltie of pcraerting the oꝛdinance 


ef the Loꝛd, of taking the name of God 
in vaine, and of tempting the Almightie, 
by gameſome putting off things to has 
zard, and making play of lotterte, except 
pou thinke that God hath no gouern⸗ 
ment in vaine actions, oz hath diſpenſed 
wich ſuch lewd games. 

Profeſ. In ſhooting there is a chance. 
by a ſudden blall, yet ſhooting is no lot- 
terie. 

Preach, Tt is true: fo2 that chance 
commett by accident, and not gf the nas. 
tare of tłe game, to be vled. 

Profeſ. Lots are ſecret, and the whole 
diſpoting of them is of God, Pro. 1 6.3 3 
but it is otherwiſe in Tables and Cards. 

Preach. Lats are taſt into the lap by 

man, 


reer 


A Dialreue concerning 

man, and that openly, leſt conuefance 
ſhould be ſuſpected: but the dflpoſing of 
the chance ts ſccret, that it map be chace 
indeede, and wholly of God, who direc- 
teth all things, Prou.16.13.9.33. Oo in 
Tables, man by latre caſfing Dice truly 
made, and in Cardes, by ſhuffling 4 cut⸗ 
ting, doth openly diſpoſe the Dice and 
Cards ſo, as wherebp a vartable enent 
map follow: but it is oneip and imme⸗ 
diatip of God that the Dice bee ſo caſt, 
and the Cards ſo ſhuſfled and cut, as that 
this o2 that game follo weth, except there 
be cogging and packing. So that in faire 
play mans wit is not exerciſed in diſpo« 
ſing the chance, but in making the befE 
ok it being paſt. 

Profeſ. The end of our play is recrea- 
tion, and not to make God an vmpite: 
but recreation (no doubt) is lawfull. 

Preach. It map be the ſonldiers had 
no ſuch end whe they caſt lots foꝛ Chꝛiſt 
his coate, Matth. 27. 25. but this ſhould 
be pour end when pou vſe lotterie, as 
the end of an oth ſhould be, to call God 
to witnefſe. Therefoze as ſwearing, (9 
lotterie , without due reſpec is ſine. 
Againe, 
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N at Cards and Tablet. 


Agame, howſocuer recreation be pour 
pꝛetended end, pet remember that wes 
muſt not doe enill that good map come 
of it, Rom. 3. 8. And that therefoꝛe wee 
are to recreate dur ſelues by lawfull res 
creations. Then ſee how Cardes and 
Tables be [1wfall. 

Profeſ. If they be not abuſed by ſwea- 
ring or brawling, playing for too long 
time, or too much money. 

Preach, Though J am perſwaded 
that it is not lawſull to plap fa2 any mo⸗ 
nep, conſidering thankes cannot be gi⸗ 
ven in faith fo2 that which is ſo gotten, 
Deut. 23. 18. Eſa 61.8. Gameſters wozks 
not with their hands the thing that is 
god, to be fr from ſtealing, Ephe. 4.28. 
and the loſer hath not anſwerable bene⸗ 
fit foꝛ his money ſo loft, Gen. 29.1 5.cons 
trarte to that cquitie which Ariſtotle by 
the light of nature hath tanght long 
ſiace, Ech. l. 5. c. 4. yet I grant that Cards 
end Tables ſo vled as pou ſpeak, be lefſe 
ſinfull, but how thep bee lawfull I (eg 
. 

Profeſ. Good men and well learned 
yic chem. 
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' Preach, Wee mult line by pꝛecepts, 


tedly god. Therefsze examine whether 
they bee god, & well learned in ſo doing 
oʒ no. Fo2cuerp man map erre, Ro. 3.4. 

Profeſ. It is not good to be too iult, 
or too Wiſe, Eccl.7. 18. 

Preach, It is not good fo be to wic⸗ 
ked oz to foliſh, Eccl. 7.19. in deſpiſing 
the woꝛd of God, Prou. 1. 22. and not re; 
garding the weakneſle of other, Rom. 
14-21. Lot vs therefoze beware that we 
love not pleaſure moze than godlmeſſe, 
2.Tim.3 4. 


FINIS. 


not by examples, except thep be vndon b. 
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